
Directed Studies  490) is a course where you work with a faculty member on a research project with specific evaluation methods.  Students normally approach a m e m b e r  w h o s e  a r e a  o f  r e s e a r c h  i s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  a n d  w h o  h a s  s p a c e  i n   lab for s t u d e n t s .   You may have a project in mind, or the faculty member may suggest a project to you.  
These courses must be supervised or co-supervised by a regular faculty member from the 
Department of Biology.   
 
If more than one Directed Studies and Research are taken, they must be with different 
supervisors.  If a student takes two Directed Studies and Research courses, the topics should be 
distinctly different. 
 
Please note that the prerequisites for directed studies are a cumulative GPA of 5.0 on the last 15 
units of course work and third- or fourth-year standing. 
 
You will need to complete a registration form called a Proforma. 

 
On the form, the content description should include 2-3 sentences about the project. The 
section on evaluation techniques should be broken down into clear percentages.  For example, 
review of literature 20%; design of an experiment 15%; presentation of work 10%, and final 
report/paper 55%.  You and your supervisor(s) 

https://www.uvic.ca/registrar/assets/docs/record-forms/pro-forma.pdf
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